Mortality and head injury: the pediatric perspective.
The records of 10,098 children entered into the National Pediatric Trauma Registry (NPTR) were analyzed to define the characteristics of pediatric head injury and the impact of extracranial trauma on Central Nervous System (CNS) injury. The 4,400 NPTR head injuries were then compared with 16,524 head injuries recently reported from a predominantly adult trauma registry to illustrate potential population differences. Results indicate that children have a lower mortality, that the addition of extracranial injury significantly reduces recovery potential, that CNS injury is the predominant and most common cause of pediatric traumatic death, and that the automobile is the most lethal component of a child's environment.